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Dear friends,

Greetings on behalf of the Spanish Society 
for External Fixation (SEFEx)! Following the 
Congresses held in Peru 2005 and Cairo 2007, 
fostered by Professor Alfredo Aybar, SEFEx was 
mandated to organise the III WCEF. Many of the 
participants and speakers at the Egypt Congress 
voiced opinions that led us to review the rationale 
of world events currently being staged on topics 
related to external fixation, bone and limb 
reconstruction.

The Association for the Study and Application of 
the Method of Ilizarov (ASAMI) is the oldest of its 
kind and through its international meetings it has 
traditionally covered a large part of the subject. 
However, in a number of countries the method 
was not embraced as the only one capable of 
addressing the issues at hand. That is how the 
idea of holding a world congress arose in which 
opportunity would be given to discuss the variety 
of methods used in bone and limb reconstruction. 
We began to realise that ASAMI International 
meetings and WCEF Congresses brought together 
the same speakers and discussed virtually 
the same topics, with duplicity of financial 
expenditure, more wear and tear for speakers and 
a decline in the scientific level of the events since 
the same studies were being presented  
each year. Our proposal as the Society organising 
the III WCEF was to postpone the congress one 
year, and to hold it jointly with ASAMI International 
here in Spain. We are grateful to Professor Nuno 
Craveiro - current President Elect of ASAMI 
International - for his mediation; he was always 
favourably inclined towards the merge despite the 
reluctance of some of the organisation’s members.

I would like to take this opportunity to publicly 
express our gratitude to the many colleagues  
who expressed their support for our proposal to 
hold this joint Congress in Barcelona (Spain).

As the Society organising the event we have made 
great endeavours to design a Congress that will 

ensure high quality scientific activity - including 
introductory courses, round tables on hot topics, 
ample opportunity for oral & electronic poster 
communications on the various topics involved 
in external fixation and bone reconstruction 
which will be selected by a scientific committee 
with international experts. We also believe that a 
Congress of this scale must also broach teaching 
activities in a direct manner given that external 
fixation is a highly practical speciality and therefore 
participants will benefit greatly from direct contact 
with the instrumentation that they use in their 
medical practice. We will hence promote practical 
workshops where the industry will be able to 
showcase their state-of-the-art products, along with 
specialised symposia to foster knowledge of novel 
devices and practical know-how.

Another major goal of this Congress is to 
draw a solid consensus with the aim of future 
organisation - through a World Federation or 

Association - of existing Societies worldwide 
devoted to external fixation, bone and limb 
reconstruction. We believe these topics are highly 
relevant both in developed and developing nations 
and that advances in the application of both 
mechanical and biological systems should be 
disseminated with scientific rigour and clarity. So 
it is crucial to have a world forum where to debate 
the issues. Our intention is to accommodate all 
countries, with their specialists, to discuss and 
confront the various methods. In the current world, 
where speed is king and unfortunately the number 
of victims with lesions due to impacts, accidents 
or high energy trauma is increasing, more efficient 
methods for reconstruction are required, to ensure 
that victims can resume their life under the best 
possible conditions.

We have chosen a modern venue close to the 
Airport for the Congress which will be available 
to us for three days. Although it will not be able 

to accommodate all participants we believe the 
venue is ideal for the event; it is neither too large 
nor too small, all meeting rooms are close by, 
commercial stands will be conveniently placed and 
there are areas for informal chats, small meetings, 
and suitable facilities for relaxation and exercise. It 
is somewhat far from the city centre but the hotel 
will be organising a shuttle bus service to ferry 
participants to the city’s strategic points in just a 
few minutes.

Finally, we hope you will enjoy the warm hospitality 
of the city where I was born and that has seen 
such a dramatic transformation over the last fifty 
years or so. Wide open to the Mediterranean, 
Barcelona is a vibrant, entrepreneurial city which 
seeks with pride to offer its very best to its visitors. 
It succeeded in doing so during the 1992 Olympic 
Games and we are organising this Congress with 
the same spirit. We trust you will feel at home 
in Barcelona no matter how far you’ve travelled. 
The city is fascinating; if you explore, you’ll 
find remarkable spots, spectacular museums, 
interesting shops, excellent cuisine, and the most 
unbelievable modernist architecture. And, above all, 
you’ll enjoy the warmest of welcomes on the part 
of our organisation.

We very much look forward to seeing you and 
to offering a great event, a Congress that will 
hopefully pave the way towards a great future 
union. And we trust that you will each find what 
you are looking for... in Barcelona. See you in 
October 2010!

Dr. IgnacIo gInebreDa

Presidente de la Sociedad Española 
de Fijación Externa. SEFEx

President of the International Congress on External 
Fixation & Bone Reconstruction 2010

Dear colleagues,

In 1981, the orthopedic community got 
news through the Italian colleagues that 
in the confines of Siberia, based on a 
revolutionary theory of “Osteogenesis in 
distraction”, a Russian professor named 
Gavril Ilizarov Abramovic, makes dwarves 
grow and treats cases of osteomyelitis, 
pseudarthrosis and bone defects with 
spectacular results, hard to  achieved with 
the methods known at the time.

This event leaded over the following 10 
years, to a climate of enthusiasm for some 
and disparagement to others, leading in all 
over the world the formation of groups of 
orthopedists who, believing in the validity 
and importance of the method, were willing 
to deepen knowledge, analyze results and 
disseminate their conclusions, according to 
Western standards.

This has led to the birth of ASAMI 
Associations (Associations for the Study and 
Application of the Method of Ilizarov), whose 
valuable work, leaded to the fact that today, 
the methods of Ilizarov has a well established 
and universal place among the techniques 
used in orthopedics and traumatology.

So the mission of ASAMI was achieved and 
other challenges await for us.

It’s time to form a great society or 
Federation, more scientifically sound and 
with a more organized and efficient basis, 
geared to the objectives we all consider 
important: scientific spirit, research, 
dissemination of knowledge, training of 
young collegues, all this based on the new 
technologies of information.

This meeting, joining the 6th Congress 
of the ASAMI International and the 3rd 
World Congress on External Fixation is a 
unique opportunity to exchange views and 
decide the feasibility of merging the two 
organizations.

I have no doubt that this meeting will be 
a success, both scientific, as social and 
cultural. All we know well the habit of 
hospitality of the Catalan people and the 
charm of Barcelona.
Meet you in Barcelona!

nuno craveIro Lopes

Elected President,  
ASAMI Int. (2010-2011)

At the INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON 
EXTERNAL FIXATION & BONE RECONSTRUCTION 
we wish to exchange experiences with 
worldwide specialists. If you wish to submit an 
abstract to present an oral communication or 
poster, please visit:

www.externalfixation2010.com

PRELIMINARY SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM 

The scientific program will be composed by:

1. Invited lectures – Instructional courses (IC)
2. Cross fire sessions
3. Clinical cases presentation
4. Free pappers
5. E-Poster Communication
6. Workshops
7. Commercial company Symposia

PROPOSED TOPICS FOR COMMUNICATIONS

• BASIC CIENCIES
• POLITRAUMA & PELVIS
• NON-UNION & INFECTIONS
• UPPER LIMBS
• LOWER LIMBS
• ORTHOPEDIC DEFORMITIES IN ADULTS
• PEDIATRIC ORTHOPEDICS & TRAMATOLOGY
• BONE RECONSTRUCTION

PR
EL

IM
IN

AR
Y 

SC
IE

NT
IF

IC
 P

RO
GR

AMFIRST 
ANNOUNCEMENT

KEY DATES:

April 1, 2010: Deadline for submission of abstracts
March 31, 2010: Early Registration

CONGRESS SECRETARIAT:

Viajes Villarreal
Av. García Lorca s/n. Edf. Club Municipal de Hielo 

29630 Benalmádena. Málaga (Spain)
Phone: + (34) 952 445 586

Fax: + (34) 952 564 632
E-mail: info@externalfixation2010.com

www.externalfixation2010.com


